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Beneath the Waves of the Archipelago Sea – Photographs by Jukka Nurminen
This awe-inspiring exhibition delves deep, revealing unseen landscapes hidden beneath the
Archipelago Sea. The images offer a rare glimpse of a world into which countless boaters plunge
their anchors in summer, but few have seen with their own eyes. The photographs were taken during
the months from August-November in the years 2003–2007.
Finland’s coastal waters are typically considered cold, murky and desolate. To the untrained
diver the Finnish coast can all too often appear devoid of life, offering only overgrown algae and the
most common fish species seen on ice at any fish market.
But the truth is that beneath the waves thrives a diverse ecosystem of hundreds of species of
algae, invertebrates and fish, in which all of the major oceanic species groups are represented –
sometimes in breathtaking shoals several thousands strong. The archipelago swarms with life and is
one of Finland’s richest and most vibrant national landscapes.
For all its abundance, the Archipelago Sea is also mysterious. Regrettably, the sea only offers
brief time periods when underwater visibility is good enough to capture its true nature and diverse
landscapes on film.
Beneath the Waves of the Archipelago Sea is a touring exhibition. The exhibition aims to
increase environmental awareness and to share a vision of this sea at its best. Clear waters can
only be preserved for the enjoyment of future generations if we succeed now in the battle against
eutrophication.

Specifications
The exhibition consists of 12 light boxes (80 x 120 cm) and 18 glossy prints mounted on an
aluminium plate (76 x 115 cm)
An information board (150 x 300 cm) contains illustrated information about the Baltic Sea
and its biggest problems eutrophication and oxygen starved sea beds. Also, it introduces the
underwater photography team, the cameras and facts about underwater photography
There is an A4-sized caption for every picture. So, altogether the exhibition needs
approximately 65 metres of wall space
An ambiance music, composed for the exhibition, is played
There are 8 kinds of postcards and 6 kinds of posters on sale
The captions and the texts in the printed sales items are written in Finnish, Swedish and
English. There is also German-English and Russian-English versions of the exhibition. The
exhibition can be customized according to your native language
In addition to the focus being on nature conservation, it is also strongly on the aesthetic
quality of the pictures. Composition, technical quality and artistic appeal of the pictures were
determining factors when compiling the exhibition. This is the first large-scale exhibition that
comprises large colourful landscape pictures taken underwater in the Finnish coastal areas
Roughly 100.000 people have seen the exhibition so far

Exhibition Schedule
2006
10.1.-26.5.2006
31.5.-31.8.2006
10.6.-20.8.2006
4.9.-27.10.2006
6.11.-15.12.2006

Maritime Center Forum Marinum, Turku
Archipelago Center Korpoström, Korppoo (prints)
Muuminworld, Naantali (light boxes)
Culture Center Cruselli, Uusikaupunki
Luontokapinetti, Yläne

2007
20.1.-18.3.
1.4.-3.6.
10.-29.7.
6.6.-31.8.
10.11.-16.12.

The Lönnström Art Museum, Rauma
Terranova, Vaasa
Gallery Nefret, Turku
In the premises of the sponsors (8 light boxes)
The TR1 Art Museum, Tampere

2008
16.-30.4.
31.5.-29.6
10.7.-17.8.
19.9.-16.11.
21.11.2008-1.2.2009

The Hamburg Town Hall, Hamburg
Ostsee Info-Center, Eckernförde
Baltic Point, Rostock
The Amos Anderson Art Museum, Helsinki
The Maritime Museum of Finland, Kotka

2009
12.2.-21.3.
23.6.-30.8.
5.9.-8.11.
26.10.-27.11.

Finnish National Opera, Helsinki
The Finnish Museum of Natural History, Helsinki
Myllysaaren museo, Valkeakoski
St. Petersburg’s “World of Water” Museum, St. Petersburg

Jukka Nurminen (b. 1979), M. Sc. (Econ.) and Finnish Special Forces mine
clearance diver, has spent over fifteen years photographing underwater
ecosystems and has discovered a great passion for Finland’s underwater
natural world. He is twice winner of the Finnish underwater photography
award. Nurminen’s work has been published in several Finnish magazines and
international diving media publications.
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The Hamburg Town Hall, Hamburg, April 2008

The TR1 Art Museum, Tampere, November 2007

Forum mall, Helsinki, October 2008

Finnish National Opera, Helsinki, February 2009

The play of the sun on the rocky bed of Jurmo Island’s northern shoreline, Jurmo, September 2004

The dance of the moon jellyfish on a rippled sandy bed, Jurmo, September 2004

Horned pondweed meadow beneath the surf, Tränskär, September 2005

Breaking wave, Utterharu, October 2006
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